
WWF CONGO BASIN REDD STRATEGY

Objectives: 

1. Build institutional and technical capacity on regional, national and local landscape 
levels for improved accounting and monitoring of standing carbon stocks 
and greenhouse gas emissions from deforestation and forest degradation.

2. Strengthen public awareness and understanding at regional, national and local 
landscape levels of UNFCCC linked processes and related instruments that 
are being established to provide compensation  for reduced emissions from 
deforestation and degradation (REDD), and carbon sequestration through 
agriculture, forestry and land use (AFOLU) activities

3. Support the COMIFAC countries in their engagement with the UNFCCC and 
related international processes to clearly identify and to articulate, defend 
and successfully advocate their common and individual interests in line 
with their particular circumstances, goals, objectives and aspirations.

4. Support the capacity to identify and develop and the actual development of “early 
action” projects, as called for in the UNFCCC’s so-called Bali Action Plan, at 
national level through the development of policies and measures and the 
local level through pilot projects that seek to improve knowledge and 
build concrete experience of project design and implementation and 
engagement with voluntary markets and public finance mechanisms to 
secure the resources necessary to do so and to develop mechanisms for 
transparent and equitable benefit sharing.



Representative activities: 

• Review and revision of legal and regulatory frameworks to eliminate “perverse 
incentives” that work against maintenance of high conservation value 
forests. Foster broad public understanding of the implications of public 
policy and regulations the effect forests and those who depend on them 
for their livelihoods. Provide technical input for analysis and formulation 
of policy at national and international levels.  Inputs: analytical studies 
to identify options and identify investments in capacity needed to implement 
the required measures;  workshops, seminars, training and other activities 
to foster the necessary dialogue among key stakeholders to achieve 
necessary agreements; publicity work to generate public will to adopt and 
implement necessary reforms; convening of fora for policy dialogue with 
input from international and regional experts. This will draw on expertise 
from existing WWF Network programmes such as the Macroeconomics Policy 
Office (MPO) and the European Policy Office (EPO).

• Evaluate “drivers” of forest conversion and degradation and develop strategies 
to mitigate or reduce their negative impacts on the landscape including the 
implementation of voluntary certification systems by engagement with the 
private sector. Inputs: analytical work on anticipated future  local and 
global market demands for agricultural and natural resource commodities 
and on national sustainable development plans and priorities to address 
anticipated needs and  aspirations; analysis of projected infrastructure 
needs and investments and their probable impact on marketability and 
anticipated future expansion trends for agro-forestry products such as 
timber, coffee, cocoa, oil palm; development and promotion of voluntary 
adoption of certification schemes and relevant fora for stakeholder 
dialogue such as roundtables for selected agricultural commodities.  This 
would draw on existing programmes and expertise within the WWF Network 
and elsewhere such as the MPO, the Market Transformations Network 
Initiative, and, in particular, work underway in the region by the Global 
Forest and Trade Network, and the proposed Congo Basin prospective study 
to be conducted by CIRAD with funding from France, German and USAID.

• Develop community-focused mechanisms for sharing of benefits and revenues 
from compensated reduction of forest-based emissions or maintenance of 
high conservation value standing carbon stocks. Inputs: Development of 
trust fund(s) for revenue banking and distribution; initiate pilot programs 
within priority landscapes for community participation in REDD, CBFM, 



maintenance of high conservation value natural forest carbon stocks, 
agro-forestry, and related activities to generate marketable or fund-
compensated GHG reduction benefits. This will draw on international 
expertise from the existing WWF programme for Sustainable Finance and 
the EC funded and WWF implemented Community-based Forest Management 
Programme that are already operating in the Congo Basin as well as 
regional experts in indigenous peoples issues from WWF and collaborating 
partners. 


