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CHINA FOR A GLOBAL SHIFT INITIATIVE
2013 will be critical for China to take concrete actions and shift towards a green 

economy and a more sustainable growth. A new year usually starts with a balance-

sheet of the previous one and fresh resolutions for the 12 months ahead. One year 

ago, I wrote that 2012 would be particularly important for the role China would play 

in promoting sustainable development worldwide.

In February 2012, the China Banking Regulatory Commission (CBRC) issued the “Green Credit 
Guidelines” asking Chinese banks to apply environmental principles to their investments. This is a 
good news that China’s banking sector further shifts towards sustainable development.  Since then, 
::)�KDV�ZRUNHG�ZLWK�WKH�&%5&�WR�WUDLQ�EDQN�RI¿FLDOV�RQ�LQWHJUDWLQJ�HQYLURQPHQWDO�DQG�VRFLDO�
ULVNV�LQ�OHQGLQJ�DQG�LQYHVWPHQW�SRUWIROLRV��1RZ�ZH�ORQJ�IRU�WKH�¿UVW�UHSRUWV�RQ�WKH�LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ�
of these principles.

WWF also scaled up engagement with African governments and China to ensure overseas 
investments comply with high sustainability standards. In July, the 5th Ministerial Conference of 
the Forum on China-Africa Cooperation (FOCAC) agreed an Action Plan which included for the 
¿UVW�WLPH�FRPPLWPHQWV�UHODWHG�WR�FRUSRUDWH�VRFLDO�UHVSRQVLELOLW\��SURPRWLRQ�RI�UHQHZDEOH�HQHUJ\�
and increased assistance for forest protection. WWF is now working to support these objectives 
in Cameroon, Gabon, the Democratic Republic of Congo, Kenya, Madagascar, Mozambique and 
Zambia. And we expect more developments driven by public authorities both in China and Africa.

Another important news came in November, when the 18th National Congress of the Communist 
3DUW\�RI�&KLQD�XSOLIWHG�WKH�FRQFHSW�RI�³(FRORJLFDO�&LYLOL]DWLRQ´�DQG�PDGH�LW�RQH�RI�WKH�¿YH�SLOODUV�WR�
measure China’s overall development together with Economic, Political, Cultural and Social. This 
is a strong signal of China’s stepping towards a sustainable future.

In 2013 it is crucial that these policies translate into action. WWF’s China Ecological Footprint 
Report 2012, recently launched, shows that China’s Ecological Footprint keeps growing and the 
country is already consuming 2.5 times its biocapacity (the capacity to regenerate natural resources 
and absorb carbon emissions), thus increasingly relying on resources coming from elsewhere. 

It will be key, therefore, that the Green Credit Guidelinesare applied adequately also to overseas 
investments; that sustainability guidelines are issued for companies in environmentally sensitive 
sectors like mining and that the overall performance of the country is measured with a new set of 
LQGLFDWRUV�EH\RQG�*'3��UHÀHFWLQJ�DOO�GHYHORSPHQW�SLOODUV��

2012 has also seen an unprecedented escalation of poaching of elephants and rhinos in Africa. This 
is driven by the demand of ivory and medicinal parts from Asian countries including China. As a 
responsible international player, it is essential that China takes actions to reduce the consumption 
GHPDQG�RI�HQGDQJHUHG�ZLOGOLIH�SURGXFWV�DQG�¿JKW�WKH�LOOHJDO�ZLOGOLIH�WUDGH��ZKLFK�KDV�QRZ�EHFRPH�
a problem of national security for a number of African countries.

Dr. Li Lin
Leader, China for a Global Shift Initiative

© WWF China
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ECOLOGICAL FOOTPRINT

China Ecological Footprint Report 2012
In

creasin
g con

su
m

p
tion

 associated
 w

ith
 econ

om
ic grow

th
 an

d
 u

rban
ization

 
is p

lacin
g grow

in
g p

ressu
re on

 C
h

in
a’s n

atu
ral en

viron
m

en
t, sh

ow
s W

W
F

’s 
C

hin
a

 E
colog

ica
l F

ootp
rin

t R
ep

ort 20
12. T

h
e bien

n
ial su

rvey on
 th

e cou
n

try’s 
d

em
an

d
 on

 n
atu

re w
as released

 in
 D

ecem
ber.

C
h

in
a is alread

y con
su

m
in

g 2.5 tim
es its biocap

acity, th
e cap

acity of th
e n

atu
ral 

en
viron

m
en

t to regen
erate n

atu
ral resou

rces an
d

 absorb carbon
 em

ission
s 

on
 an

 an
n

u
al basis. C

arbon
 rem

ain
s th

e largest com
p

on
en

t of C
h

in
a’s overall 

E
cological F

ootp
rin

t, in
creasin

g from
 10

 p
er cen

t in
 19

6
1 to 54

 p
er cen

t in
 20

0
8

. 

W
W

F
 

recom
m

en
d

s 
C

h
in

a 
to 

red
u

ce 
its 

carbon
 

footp
rin

t 
by 

im
p

rovin
g 

S
URG

X
FWLRQ

�HI¿
FLHQ

F\�DQ
G
�VK
LIWLQ

J�FRQ
VX
P
HUV�WR�ORZ

�IRRWS
ULQ

W�S
URG

X
FWV�

)
RU�WK

H�¿
UVW�WLP

H��WK
H�UHS

RUW�LQ
FOX

G
HV�&

K
LQ
D¶V�/

LYLQ
J�3
ODQ

HW�,Q
G
H[��Z

LWK
�K
LVWRULFDO�

in
form

ation
 on

 th
e statu

s of 14
17 p

op
u

lation
s of 4

8
5 C

h
in

a’s vertebrate sp
ecies 

(19
52-20

11). 

A
n

 in
-d

ep
th

 an
alysis of 12 key sp

ecies reveals th
e m

ajority of th
em

 h
as been

 in
 

d
eep

 d
eclin

e - O
n

ly th
e crested

 ibis an
d

 C
h

in
ese m

u
sk d

eer are sh
ow

in
g p

ositive 
sign

s of p
op

u
lation

 grow
th

, w
h

ile icon
ic gian

t p
an

d
as an

d
 A

sian
 elep

h
an

ts are 
sh

ow
in

g slow
 recovery rates. 

:
:
)
�S
URS

RVHV�WK
DW�&

K
LQ
D�EHWWHU�G

H¿
Q
H�HFRORJLFDO�UHG

OLQ
HV�LQ

�VS
HFL¿

F�DUHDV��
in

crease n
atu

ral resou
rce p

rotection
, an

d
 d

evelop
 stron

ger p
olicies th

at h
elp

 
p

rotect biocap
acity an

d
 key h

abitats.

T
h

e rep
ort is p

rod
u

ced
 in

 collaboration
 w

ith
 th

e In
stitu

te of G
eograp

h
ic Scien

ces 
an

d
 N

atu
ral R

esou
rces R

esearch
 (IG

SN
R

R
) an

d
 th

e In
stitu

te of Z
oology (IO

Z
) 

of th
e C

h
in

ese A
cad

em
y of Scien

ces, th
e G

lobal F
ootp

rin
t N

etw
ork (G

F
N

) an
d

 
th

e Z
oological Society of L

on
d

on
 (Z

SL
).

ECOLOGICAL FOOTPRINT

WWF Director General roadshow targeting China’s 
footprint challenges
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CHINA & AFRICA

Cameroon takes action to defend its sovereignty 
from elephant poachers
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BANKING & FINANCE

CBRC and Chinese banks delegation at WWF US
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2015
Our goal: by 2015 China’s 
trade, aid investment 
policies integrate solid 
environmental principles.

1980
WWF has been working in 
China since 1980. WWF 
China is headquartered in 
%HLMLQJ�DQG�KDV���¿HOG�
RI¿FHV�DFURVV�WKH�FRXQWU\�

+100
WWF is in over 100 
countries, on 5 continents. 
���RI¿FHV�DUH�LQ�$IULFD�

1961
WWF was founded in 1961.
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Why we are here
To stop the degradation of the planet’s natural environment and
to build a future in which humans live in harmony with nature.

www.wwfchina.org 

© 1986 Panda symbol WWF-World Wide Fund For nature (formerly known as World Wildlife Fund)
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For more information:

Mr. Dong Le
&RPPXQLFDWLRQV�2I¿FHU
China for a Global Shift Initiative

ldong@wwfchina.org 
Tel: +86-010-6511 6244
Fax: +86-010-6511 6222
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Room 1609, Wen Hua Gong
Beijing Working People’s
Culture Palace, Beijing, 100006
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