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PLAN 

1.0 State of national and regional timber markets 

2.0 Drivers

3.0 Opportunities and options for formalisation 
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Yet

Huge economic losses in revenue for 
national governments

Source: Cerutti et al., 2014; Lescuyer et al., 2010. 

Significant economic, social and environmental  contributions



Significant economic, social and environmental
contributions



Timber from informal chain saw milling

Figure 1: Figure 1: Proportion of timber originating from informal chain saw milling in the Congo Basin 
(Source: adapted from Pacheco et al., 2016).
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Significant economic, social and environmental contributions
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Some drivers

Low Production costs -
Price Vs Quality

Booming infrastructure 
development – public 

and private

Unemployment -
Limited alternative 
sources of income

.

Property rights issues 
on land and forests 

Various land use 
changes – small scale 

to large scale

.

Industrial production 
destined for international 
markets – supply gap



A sector in the dark and criminalised

•

•

•

•

02/11/2017 8



Challenges for formalisation
•
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Source: Lescuyer et al (2010; 2014)

Challenges

5-15% 
various 
payments



Towards regulation - Integrating into 
the formal sector?
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Towards regulation - Integrating into 
the formal sector?
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Thank you

Merci
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