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PRESS RELEASE N°01/7-14
GVTC, Kigali (Rwanda), 18 July 2014

In the course of the recent months, the Greater Virunga Transboundary Collaboration (GVTC)
has reinforced both its partnership and communication with major regional and international
institutions working in the field of community conservation, protected areas management and
biodiversity. The current press release gives a brief outline of such considerable progress
performed by the GVTC Executive Secretariat with the support of the Royal Netherlands and
Norway.

From the 14th to the 24th June 2014, the Transboundary Collaboration between the
Democratic Republic of Congo(DRC), Rwanda and Uganda(GVTC) was invited to participate
in the 38t Session of the Committee World Heritage organized by UNESCO as observers in
Doha. It was an opportunity to understand the mechanisms of the World Heritage
Convention since three parks of the landscape namely Virunga National Parks, Bwindi
National Parks and Rwenzori Natioanl Park are world heritage sites. Mgahinga National
Park is for the moment on the indicative list of the world heritage sites proposed by the
Government of Uganda. This followed the project of exploring the extension of the world
heritage convention to Mgahinga National Park and Volcano National Park.

Alongside the Doha session, GVTC delegation took actively part in the Third Ministerial
Conference of African Countries chaired by Ms Irina Bokova, the UNESCO General
Director. During this conference, GVTC mission and activities were presented to the
conference participants by Dr Georges Muamba Tshibasu and Ms Therese Musabe,
respectively Executive Secretary and Deputy Executive Secretary in charge of Programs at
GVTC. In addition, GVTC expertise and values have been associated with the research for
improved strategies aimed at strengthening the Sub-Sahara African leadership in the World
Heritage Committee.

In Doha, GVTC delegation had a fruitful working session with the World Heritage Centre.
This session aimed at finalizing of the terms of reference of the next technical meeting
planned in February 2015 in Kampala on how to improve the conservation of the landscape
applying the international conventions. The technical meeting supported by UNESCO is
expected to give recommendations which can be shared in a larger partners meeting.

Other partnerships are being explored for fundraising for the Transboundary Strategic Plan
(TSP) implementation. Dr Georges Muamba Tshibasu, at the request of the ICCN (Institut
Congolais pour la Conservation de la Nature) went into Kinshasa for exploratory meetings
with potential partner donors from the 29t of June up to 9t July 2014. This mission went
in for fundraising towards ICCN donors. Among partners met, there are (i the European
Union for its project on the 11th FED (Fonds Européen de Développement) under the title of
for the “Protected Areas and Agriculture”; (ii) the World Bank through the Global
Environmental Fund (GEF) and GVTC got the promise of a coming financial support for the
GEF on the biodiversity conservation and climate change;(iii) the German Cooperation; (iv)
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the United States Embassy in Kinshasa, through its Economic Section, granted an
audience to the GVTC Executive Secretary and outlined its interests to GVTC mission and
activities in the three countries namely DRC, Rwanda and Uganda. GVTC will continue to
increase its fundraising exploration and the outcomes will be communicated.

GVTC did its best to widen its partnership to the Ministerial Commission for the Forests of
the Central Africa (COMIFAC). GVTC took part in the Brazzaville forum (in Congo) held from
16th to the 17th June 2014 concerning the validation of the COMIFAC Convergence Plan for
the management of the Environment and Forests Ecosystems in the Central Africa. The
protection of protected areas requires an exhausting work and networking as well as
substantial and consequent resources. Aware of this, GVTC has been accredited by the
“Congo Basin Forest Partnership” (CBFP) which is currently facilitated by the Department
of State of the United States of America. To this effect, GVTC will be received as an effective
CBFP member during a meeting which will be held in Brazzaville from 8t to 9th October
2014. The last not the least, GVTC has recently attended a training meeting on the
management of protected areas “Public Private Partnership”(PPP) model held in Douala
(Cameroon) from 23th to 27t June 2014. The major stakeholders in this consortium
include PACEBCO, ADB, ACPC, COMIFAC, and the Cameroon Ministry of Forestry and
Wildlife.

For additional information:

Greater Virunga Transboundary Collaboration(GVTC); www.greatervirunga.org;
twitter:@GreaterVirunga; Nyarutarama Road, Nyarutarama/Kigali, Rwanda. (1) Dr. Georges
Muamba Tshibasu: +250 78 830 0916; +250 78 56 82 748; +243 815048757, Email:
geomuamba@greatervirunga.org; geormuamba@gmail.com; (2) Madame Thérése Musabe: Tel:
+250 788 300 912; Email: tmusabe(@greatervirunga.org>, tmusabe@gmail.com, (3) Mr Vincent
Mukwege Buhendwa; tel +250 78 52 78 051. Email: vmbuhendwa@greatervirunga.org




