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Call for proposals 

To host a side event and exhibit in the Africa Pavilion 

Marrakesh, Morocco 

7th – 18th November 2016 
 

The African Union Commission (AUC), the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa 

(UNECA), the African Development Bank (AfDB) and the NEPAD1 Planning and Coordinating 

Agency (NPCA) are pleased to call for proposals to host side events at the African Pavilion 

during COP22/CMP12 in Marrakesh from the 7th to 18th November, 2016.  

The concept of an Africa Pavilion at the UNFCCC COPs was launched at the COP 17/CMP 7 in 

Durban, , pursuant to the decision by the African Union Assembly of Heads of State and 

Government in its 16th Ordinary Session held in February 2011 in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 

(Assembly Dec. 342 (xvi)). The African Pavilion at COP22/CMP12 will be the hub of African 

events and a venue for networking of participants drawn from policy, science and practice 

communities. The African Pavilion will seek to highlight the African climate change and 

development agenda and will endeavour towards framing the discussions and outcomes at 

the COP22/CMP12 in the context of African development priorities. 

The organizing committee invites proposals to host 90-minute climate related side events in 

venue of the Africa Pavilion at the site where the COP22 will be held from 7 to 18 November, 

2016. 

The side events are intended to provide opportunities to identify and address critical themes, 

fundamental questions in the climate change negotiation process as well as priorities and 

pressing practical issues on climate change and development in Africa.  Reflections that bring 

together the public and private sector to facilitate comparative, interdisciplinary and cross-

institutional interchange on Africa’s climate change and developmental related issues are 

particularly encouraged. 

  

                                                           
1 New Partnership for Africa’s Development 
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Thematic areas for proposals 

Proposals for side events are invited under the following broad thematic areas: 

1. Transparency and Accounting Mechanisms 

2. Achieving balance between mitigation and adaptation 

3. Climate Finance 

4. Loss and Damage 

5. Pre-2020 Ambition 

6. Technology Transfer 

7. Growth and Industrialization 

8. Adaptation 

9. Mitigation  

 

Proposals must be prepared using the template provided here and submitted on-line at 
http://www.climdev-africa.org/cop21/cop22 proposal submission by 29th July, 2016. 

Entries will be reviewed by a technical committee drawn from members of the organizing 

committee against the criteria listed below, whilst seeking a balance of topic areas. The 

decision of the committee is final. Applicants of selected proposals will be contacted on or 

after Friday 5th August. 

Selection criteria (weighting shown in brackets): 

While Side Events are an excellent means to communicate progress on selected initiatives 

and, feedback from the Africa Pavilion in COP21 was that there were too many of them from 

which to choose,  it is therefore strongly advised that suggested fewer and more linked/or 

coordinated events will have to be organised at Africa Pavilion during COP22. It is important 

to note that the proposing organization will serve as the lead organizer and responsible for 

everything during the side event.  

The following criteria will be taking into consideration when selecting side events: 

 Africa relevant (20) 

 CoP22 relevant (i.e. relating to current topics in the negotiation) (10) 

 Well-structured proposal with a number of (4 or 5) key topics / questions to be 

addressed or projects / interventions to be discussed (10) 

 Clear objectives and output (10) 

 Potential for supporting publications – pre / post event (please detail – blogs to 

provide build up, technical papers or briefing notes to explain concepts before or after 

are encouraged) (10) 

 Speakers identified and confirmed availability (10)  

 Speakers from diverse sources / representing varied stakeholders – e.g. African and 

Non-African Parties, donors, IFIs, consultants, private sector, BINGOs and civil society 

(10) 

 Stand-by provisions in case speaker(s) unavailable (5) 

http://www.climdev-africa.org/cop21/sites/default/files/Proposal%20template%20for%20COP22.docx
http://www.climdev-africa.org/cop21/COP22%20Proposal%20Submission
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 Collaboration among institutions to host side events (5) 

 Side event’s clearly aligned with one or two thematic areas of Africa Pavilion (5) 

 Slides to be made available for uploading (please confirm) (5) 

No individual speaker is expected to talk for more than 30 minutes and the Technical 

Committee welcomes events comprising a panel of speakers / discussants, a moderator / 

rapporteur and an opportunity for the audience to engage with questions. Presentations can 

be technical or policy relevant and can highlight work of participating organizations but shall 

not constitute an “advertising pitch”. 

There will be no charge for hosting an event. The African Pavilion is jointly funded by AfDB, 

UNECA, NEPAD and development partners. However, successful applicants are invited to 

sponsor refreshments or a buffet lunch during their events. If you are interested in this 

option, please complete the relevant section of the online application form. 

In addition to side events, the organizing committee is also inviting proposals to exhibit in 

the African Pavilion. Exhibitions may be in form of a poster or video / slide presentation. The 

Communications Committee will contact interested parties in due course. If you are 

interested, please complete the relevant section in the online application form. 

Terms and conditions 

The organizing committee will try to accommodate timing requests but makes no guarantees 

and reserves the right to alter the schedule of events. 

Participants and their speakers are responsible for gaining access to the CoP22 and to the 

venue (must be registered for COP22). The organizing committee has no authority to grant 

or secure access to the site. 

Participants are responsible for all of their own costs. 

Side event’s without any thematic area will note be considered for processing. 

Organizers of selected events are required to present themselves to the Side Event 

Coordinator’s desk no later than 30 minutes before the start of the side event in order to: 

1. Collect prepared or blank name plates for speakers; and 

2. Provide copies of power point presentations from their speakers via memory stick. 

Alternatively, presentations can be emailed in advance. 

All presentations will be posted on the African Pavilion Side Events webpage. 

Organizers are responsible for ensuring that all their speakers and presenters are informed 

of the location and start time. In the event that speakers are not available, the Organizers are 

responsible for providing alternative speakers. 

Organizers may distribute papers and other materials associated with their side event in the 

side event room immediately before and during the event but they must remove papers from 

the side event room at the end of the event to make way for subsequent event.  Organizers 

my distribute papers and materials on the tables outside the side event room on the day of 



4 
 

their event. Papers and materials left on the tables outside the side event rooms may be 

cleared at the end of each day.  

The Side Event Coordinator will provide name plates for speakers advised in advance and 

blank sheets for un-named speakers to be completed by hand. 

Side event rooms will be equipped with a podium with tables, 4 or 5 chairs and a lectern; 

fixed and roving microphones and PowerPoint display facilities. 

The organizing committee may video and/or audio record and/or photograph or permit 

third parties to video and/or audio record and/or photograph the proceedings and make 

such recordings publicly available.  

Looking forward to receive your high quality proposals.   

 


